BAYFIELD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHERN WISCONSIN


BAYFIELD COUNTRY originally was a part of the former La Pointe County that included a large portion of northern Wisconsin bordering Lake Superior.  Effective May 1, 1866 Bayfield was established as a separate county. In 1858, the County Seat of La Pointe had moved to Bayfield on the mainland, from the Village of La Pointe on nearby Madeline Island.  In 1892, voters changed the Bayfield County seat to the City of Washburn.  Today, Bayfield County has 25 towns, 2 cities, 1 village, and includes 4 of the Apostle Islands.
The following list is provided free of charge in order to encourage and enhance the understanding of Bayfield County history.  The following museums and historical organizations are chapter members of the Bayfield County Historical Society, an affiliate of the Wisconsin Historical Society. Chapter memberships include membership in the Bayfield County Historical Society and receipt of the organization’s newsletter, “HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS”.  The Bayfield County Historical Society maintains a research collection relevant to general county history.  Access is by appointment.  Contact:  Bayfield County Historical Society, P. O. Box 581, Washburn, WI 54891, or William Meyer, President. 715-372-4694. Office is located on the ground floor, Bayfield County Courthouse, Washburn, WI.  
Barnes Area Historical Association

Preserving history of the Barnes community and the Eau Claire Lakes.  

Contact: Lou Peet, Secretary, 3350 Cty Hwy. N, Barnes, WI 54873

Bayfield Heritage Center Historical Museum & Research Facility
Collection and exhibits relate to the history of Bayfield and the Apostle Islands region, with focus on settlement, agriculture, logging & lumbering, transportation and tourism.  Library, research materials and archives accessible to the public.  Located at 30 N. Broad Street, the facility is operated by the Bayfield Heritage Association, Incorporated, and P. O. Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814.  Phone: 715-779-5958 or www.bayfieldheritage.org.  
Cable Namakagon Historical Museum 
Located in a 1905 potato warehouse featuring tourism and Anishinaabe history of the Cable and Namakagon area.

Operated by the Cable Namakagon Area Historical Society, P. O. Box 44, Cable, WI 54821.

Cornucopia Historic (Green Shed) Museum
Features fishing industry history of this Lake Superior waterfront community located on Hwy.13 near Lake Superior.  Contact at P. O. Box 206, Cornucopia, WI 54827, Betty Artlip 715-742-3235, Jan Fick 715-742-3950 or Jeanette Fanta 715-742-3947.

Drummond Historical Museum
Maintained by the Drummond Area Historical Society, the museum depicts the boom era of logging and lumbering of the stately virgin white pine.  Located at 14490 Superior Street, Drummond, Wisconsin 54832.  Contact at Drummond Area Historical Society, P. O. Box 8, Drummond, WI 54832.  Phone: 715-739-6500.  Website:  www.drummondwi.com  E-Mail: drummondmuseum@cheqnet.net.

Eileen Area Historical Society

Organized to celebrate the Town of Eileen Centennial in 2004.  Preserving the rural farming history of the area.

Contact: Paul Nemetz 715-682-5767; or Kathy Setzke, Secretary, 64495 Setzke Road, Ashland, WI 54806

Mason Depot Museum
This restored Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Pau, & Omaha Railway Depot, (circa 1883) is maintained by the Mason Area Historical Society Museum.  The museum contains exhibits relating to the railroad, the White River Lumber Company, local businesses and pioneer homesteading.  The archived material includes family histories, local historical information and photographs.  Located on County E contact the Mason Area Historical Society, Verne Gilles, Treasurer, 63335 Ed Carlson Rd, Ashland, WI 54806

Oulu Area Historical Society
Preserving Finnish settlement history.  Contact:  Duane Lahti 715-372-4793, 4890 Cty. Highway B, Iron River, WI 54847.
Port Wing Heritage Hall
Located in School Memorial Park in the center of town, Heritage Hall museum was built during Port Wing’s centennial in 2001.  It houses a local history resource center and lending library.  The museum features local artifacts and an extensive photographic display depicting the settlement and growth of Port Wing with emphasis on the lumbering, quarrying, agriculture and commercial fishing industries.  Located on Highway 13, Port Wing Area Historical Society, P. O. Box 113 Port Wing, WI 54865.  Sondra Rocenbach 715-774-3536 or Marge Ogren 715-774-3624.

Washburn Historical Museum
The museum is located at 1 East Bayfield Street on the second floor of the historic Washburn Bank building, and is operated by the Washburn Area Historical Society.  The museum displays many artifacts from Washburn’s past, including memorabilia from businesses, industries, and residents.  Newspapers, photographs, research information available.  Contact Washburn Area Historical Society, P. O. Box 272, Washburn, WI 54891.  Phone 715-373-0243

Western Bayfield County Historical Museum

The museum is maintained by the Western Bayfield County Historical Society, and celebrates rural life in northern Wisconsin.  Newspapers and archives available in research room. Located at 419 Main Street, contact Western Bayfield County Historical Society, P. O. Box 713, Iron River, WI 54847.  Phone 715-372-8792 William Meyer 715-372-4694 or Leila Hoefling 715-372-4731
