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Tour Stop 1
In The Beginning

As you drive north for the next few miles, you can
view the rolling hills in the Moquah Barrens. Do you
know how these hills were formed? Imagine taking a trip
back 10,000 to 25,000 years, to a time when a mile-high
glacial ice sheet covered this land. Over several thousand
years, the glacier began to recede. Meltwaters deposited
sand, burying ice chunks broken from the ice sheet. This
process formed a plain-like landscape. As the buried ice
chunks melted, the landscape collapsed, forming today’s
pitted outwash topography (depressions in the land-
scape). An interesting fact for you to note, is that most of
the hills are of the same elevation, indicating that the
landscape was formed from the surface collapsing rather
than the hills protruding.

Travel 2.2 miles to Tour Stop 2.
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Tour Stop 2

Pine Barrens Restoration

Before the turn of the century, the Moquah Barrens
looked entirely different than it does today. It was once
a vast pine barrens, dominated by grasses and scattered
stands of mature pine.

The logging industry invaded this area in the late
1800's, removing the stands of mature red and white
pine. Repeated wildfires, fueled by the logger’s slash,
raced across the pine barrens. This human activity altered
the natural state of the barrens community.

As you approach Tour Stop 3, you'll see a pine
barrens restoration area on your left, as indicated on the
auto tour map. Areas like this, along with Crex Meadows
and the Namekagon Barrens, have been identified as
unique ecosystems in Wisconsin.

Travel 2.1 miles to Tour Stop 3.
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Tour Stop 3
That Was Then...This Is Now

Following the logging era, the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCCQ) planted jack pine in the 1930’s. You may
notice the “corn-like rows” that stripe the hills and
valleys. The goal of the CCC was simple...replant the
forests that were logged at the turn of the century. As
these jack and red pine plantations flourished, the species
ideally suited to a pine barrens habitat dwindled in
numbers.

The Forest Service is making an effort to return
the Moquah Barrens to its original condition. It began
by removing most of the pine plantations, while encour-
aging prairie grasses and brush. You will notice that a few
small stands of mature pine remain on the horizon, which
is what the area would have looked like prior to the
logging era.

If you wish to take the west route of this Auto Tour, turn
left (west) on Forest Road 242 and travel .5 miles to Tour
Stop 4. To follow the north route of this Auto Tour,
continue straight (north) on National Forest Highway 236
for .3 miles to Tour Stop 18.
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Tour Stop 4

Moquah Barrens Management

In the 1950's a sharp-tailed grouse management area
was established to maintain a habitat that would support
a viable grouse population. The 3,000-acre area to the
north was expanded to 7,200 acres in 1965, where wildlife
management would be the main purpose.

Today, through the cooperative efforts of the Forest
Service and the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, the area is maintained with controlled burns
and timber harvests. These efforts help the sharp-tailed
grouse population and also benefit other plant and
animal species including big bluestem, ternate grape
fern, bluebirds, upland plovers and brown thrashers.

Travel 1.8 miles to Tour Stop 5.
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Birds of a Feather...Stick Together!

Once a threatened species, the eastern bluebird has
made an impressive return to the Moquah Barrens
assisted by artificial nesting boxes like these. These boxes
were placed close together to take advantage of the
natural guarding instincts. Bluebirds and tree swallows
often live side by side harmoniously, defending each
other’s nests and territories. Watch for the bluebirds
as they perch on shrubs looking for caterpillars,
grasshoppers and beetles. The bluebird has a
characteristic red breast and, as Henry David Thoreau
stated, “carries the sky on its back.”

//
T

7 7

Travel .2 miles to Tour Stop 6.
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Tour Stop 5 X

Tour Stop 6

Restoring a Wetland

A small pond to the right was created by the Forest
Service to assist wildlife. It was constructed in an old
wetland that had filled in with vegetation over time.
Today, it sustains a healthy population of aquatic life such
as salamanders, turtles, frogs and insects, as well as
serving as a watering hole for deer, bear, coyotes and a
number of other small mammals.

These wetlands are few and far between on the
sandy terrain of the Moquah Barrens. By restoring this
watering hole, the Forest Service has returned a water
supply needed by a variety of wildlife.

Travel .2 miles to Tour Stop 7.



1N

Tour Stop 7
With a Grain of Sand

The Moquah Barrens’ sandy terrain is hundreds of
feet deep, resulting in a very dry, nutrient-poor growing
condition for trees and plants. Only the hardiest of plants
can survive in such conditions. Two of the more prevalent
plant species are bracken fern and blueberry. The success
of the blueberry crop from year to year is moisture
dependent. Land management activities like prescribed
fires enhance the yield of berries. American Indians
harvested the berries long ago and even burned the area
to promote growth, much the same as the Forest Service
does now.

The roots of the bracken fern can reach over six feet
down to locate a water source. These roots are longer
and deeper in the ground than a person is tall!
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Travel .5 miles to the intersection of Forest Roads 242 and
241. Continue straight (west) for .5 miles on Forest Road
242 to Tour Stop 8. On this portion of the auto tour, you
will travel on sandy roads. Use caution as you turn corners
or approach intersections.
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Tour Stop 8 N

Wind and Ice Damage

This mature jack pine was extensively damaged by
an ice and wind storm, which occurred on March 23, 1991.
If you look closely, you will see some tree tops have been
snapped off, about 20 feet off the ground by the brutal
force of the storm. Damaged timber invites insects such as
the bud worm, which will even attack healthy jack pine.
This worm will feed upon the pine needles. A jack pine
can withstand this for two to three years before it may
die. To prevent this from occurring, a timber salvage
effort was necessary. All but a portion of the trees on
the right side of this road were removed.

Travel .3 miles and turn right (north) on Forest Road 849.
Continue for .3 miles to Tour Stop 9.
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Tour Stop 9
Wetlands Molded by Ice

The immense glacial ice sheet that covered this
region molded the wetland sanctuaries in the Moquah
Barrens. These wetlands, sometimes very small in size,
support a variety of wildlife and fish species and act as
nurseries for small aquatic insects and amphibians.

Take a few moments to visit this picturesque area.
As you enter the towering pines, you will see an upland
bog to your left, with its thick mat of sphagnum moss
covering the surface. It is a stark contrast to the lake at
the bottom of the hill. Eventually, this clear, open lake
will evolve into a bog thousands of years from now.

Lowland

Open

Travel 1.1 miles to Tour Stop 10.

Tour Stop 10 2

American Indian Occupation

Early American Indians inhabited this area at a
seasonal camp nearby. Archaeological investigations of
this camp uncovered 452 fragments of pottery that were
carbon dated to 1000 to 1430 AD during the Middle
Woodland Indian period.

Imagine the women and children picking the
plentiful berries growing on the barrens. These were
cooked down, shaped into patties and dried, providing
a source of fruit throughout the year that was easily
transported. Pottery was fashioned from clay, sand and
shell fragments, then decorated by imprinting objects
before baking in the fire. Game animals were hunted for
meat. The furs were stretched, scraped and softened and
the leather was made into clothing. Quills and bones
were used to decorate their garments.

Travel .6 miles and veer right onto Forest Road 244 for 1
mile to Tour Stop 11.



Tour Stop 11 ‘1\
Islands of Pine

These islands of pine, seemingly lost in an ocean of
prairie, are thriving. These stands provide needed shelter
and food for large and small animals that live and roam
the pine barrens. A close inspection may reveal birds of
prey such as hawks, perched on the high branches looking
for prey.

Travel .8 miles and turn right (east) on Forest Road 241.
Continue for .4 miles to Tour Stop 12.



